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-^PR'ESS RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN. 
PORT ADELAIDE DISPUTE. 18.7.74 
Workers and industry in South Australia are facing a disastrous 
situation because of the failure to move steel from the container 
berth at Port Adelaide. 
It is apparent that large numbers of workers will be laid off 
shortly as industry simply will not have the materials for them to 
work with. 
The absurdity of this situation is that it is completely unnecessary 
The dispute which has held up steel at Port Adelaide is not one 
between workers and employers as to wages and working conditions, 
but one as to which workers should perform the job of leading the 
steel within the container terminal. 
I take no sides between workers on that issue. 
But if the community is to function when disputes of this kind occur 
then the people concerned have to accept an umpire's decision when 
they cannot arrive at an agreement among themselves. 
Both the Waterside Workers Federation and the Transport Workers 
Union claim the right for their members to do this work. 
The Waterside Workers Federation is prepared to accept arbitration 
or a court decision on this matter. 
The Transport Workers Union adamantly refuses to accept any 
arbitration whatever. 
In this I believe that the' Transport Workers Union is wrong. 
While I have the highest regard for its members and officers, I 
believe that in this case they are quite wrongly endangering the 
income and employment of thousands of South Australian workers in 
our basic industries. 
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The unfortunate thing is that this is a dispute in a Federal award 
area and there appears no jurisdiction anywhere which can force the 
dispute to a conclusion. 
I have tried every means within my power through conciliation, 
suggestion and consultation to achieve a settlement of what is, 
after all, in overall terms a minor industrial issue. 
I have "been quite "unsuccessful. 
I believe that it is the Government's duty to make its position clear, 
that it believes the Transport Workers Union should-submit to 
.  arbitration of the dispute. 
We are prepared to make an arbitrator, satisfactory to both parties, . 
available if the Transport Workers Union will not accept other 
tribunals. 
I believe, too, that other unions whose members will be so grossly 
affected by this matter, should indicate to the Transport Workers 
Union, the necessity of its accepting a reasonable and.proper means 
of.settling the dispute. 
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